AJCHS #81
September 22, 2025
MINUTES

The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School held its Budget Hearing on September 22, 2025. Upon roll call at 6:03 p.m. the following members were present: Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Plott, Mr. Mix, Mr. Houseman, and Mr. Leek.
Public Hearing for FY 2025-26 School District Budget. 
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Mix to adjourn the Budget Hearing at 6:11 p.m.  On roll call, all members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School held its regular meeting on September 22, 2025.  Upon roll call at 6:11 p.m. the following members were present: Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Plott, Mr. Mix, Mr. Houseman, and Mr. Leek.   
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mrs. Johnson to approve the Agenda as presented.  All members present voting yes. Motion carried.
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Mix to approve the Consent Agenda which contained the following items:  approval of board minutes on 8/18/2025; approval of closed session minutes; approval of payment for bills, acceptance of financial reports. On roll call, all members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
Recognition of visitors and correspondence, Public Comments: Jason Hill – Matt Denny.
Items from Student Council: Currently we have 98 students signed up for Student Council. We have been busy since the beginning of August. Officers helped during registration by giving tours to incoming freshmen as well as new students, selling parking spots, and preparing a small back to school gift to give to faculty and staff. Since most of our funds were used to hold the LEDSC convention last fall, Student Council has been raising money for Homecoming funtivities and upcoming community events. You may have noticed, the lower parking lot explodes with creativity from our students. Student Council offered the student body the opportunity to paint their spot for $25. We had 36 students participate. We have had two 50/50 raffles, one at a soccer game and one at a football game. Student Council raised a total of $230 dollars through these raffles. One winner donated their $40 dollars back to the Student Council and one winner walked away with $150 (he is a past student- made Fitz so happy!) The City of Anna proposed working with Student Council to offer businesses the opportunity to decorate the light poles on Davie and Main Street for $25 in celebration of AJ’s Cats in Candyland Homecoming. We had 8 businesses participate.  Homecoming funtivities are taking off this week. The classes have decorated the hallways and windows- every class did an awesome job!!! So much creativity!! Student Council has been creating a scene for Cats in Candyland. Members have been working during the school day and on the weekend to create gumdrops, lollipops, chocolate bars, and so much more. Homecoming funtivities include: Class Competitions on Friday morning, the parade at 1, and Coronation during half-time of the football game. Saturday morning members will meet during the wee hours of the morning to create our Candyland scene. The community is invited to do a walk-through Saturday evening from 5-6 and the dance will start at 7.  Please come by and see our hard work! They say all good things must come to an end…. Student Council members will return Sunday morning to take down the thousands of hours of hard work and return campus to normal… with a few traces of spray paint and iridescent confetti left behind.  

Items from Teachers: The Textile Occupations class is busy making t-shirts for FFA, Wildcat Wednesday, and the Class Homecoming Shirts. The Culinary Arts class made cookies for the 8th grade Anna/Jonesboro Cross Country recognition night. Mrs. Maze’s APUSH classes have spent the first few weeks of school building key AP skills. Students have been practicing historical analysis through the study of primary and secondary sources and recently participated in a CSI-style activity, acting as detectives to uncover the real causes of the Salem Witch Trials. In addition, they have begun breaking down past APUSH short-answer questions (SAQs) to learn how to effectively meet AP guidelines and strengthen their responses. In Mrs. Maze’s History in Film course, students have been studying the historical context of 1492: Conquest of Paradise by analyzing primary and secondary sources on Christopher Columbus, Queen Isabella, and the Taíno people. To deepen their understanding, they will participate in a mock trial to determine whether Columbus is guilty of mistreating the Taíno during his voyages. Although Columbus is often celebrated for his 1492 expedition under the Spanish crown, his governance on Hispaniola introduced forced labor, violent punishments, and policies that caused widespread suffering, disease, and a sharp decline in the Taíno population. This project will help students critically evaluate the film’s historical accuracy. Mrs. Maze’s USH class has been engaging in a variety of hands-on activities, including analyzing primary and secondary sources and conducting a CSI investigation on the lost city of Roanoke. Students examined six different theories about Roanoke’s disappearance and then applied their historical skills to develop their own conclusions about what they believe happened to the colony. Several classes from the art department including drawing I and II, Ceramics II, and Portfolio attended SIU’s museum experience. During this, students had the opportunity to observe and respond to exhibits which were guided by SIU’s future art educators. Students were asked to make artwork in response to the works they observed at the Sharp museum. These student works will be displayed at SIU November 13th. Ms. Williams’ Spanish 1 classes had a weekly unit about the colors in Spanish, or los colores. They used the color vocabulary in interpreting a five-paragraph Spanish reading. She is really impressed by their progress in interpreting texts in a second language. They finished the colors unit by reading the children’s book Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? in Spanish. Then, each student created their own page of the book in Spanish choosing their own animal and color and writing it in Spanish to match their illustrations.

Funding presentation from Tim King from Kings Financial Consulting. 

Mr. Finders spoke about ISBE Cut Scores.
Ms. Stevens had a report about Discipline, Engagement, and Family & Community Partnerships.
Principal Rice spoke about Upcoming Dates, Attendance, AI, Leadership Team Meeting, Homecoming, and “The Cats Eye”.
Superintendent Detering reported on Kitchen Refrigeration/Freezer Project Update, Hallway Renovation Project, Rebranding, and Referendum Discussion.
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mrs. Johnson for the Board to enter into closed session at 7:50 p.m. for the following reasons (1) the purpose of appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public to determine its validity. 5ILCS 120/2(c)(1) On roll call, all members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Mix to return to regular session at 8:51p.m. On roll call, all members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
On motion by Mr. Leek and seconded by Mr. Mix to approve the Adoption of FY 2025-2026 School District Budget.  On roll call, all members present voting yes. Motion carried.
Administrator and Teacher Salary and Benefits Report.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Leek to approve Nate Belcher, Jared Merriman, Parker Turner, and Ryan Hileman as Volunteer Football Coaches. All members present voting yes. Motion carried. 
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Mix to approve Loren Harris as Assistant Basketball Coach On roll call, all members present voting yes. Motion carried. 
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mr. Mix to approve Rob Wright as Head Baseball Coach. On roll call, all members present voting yes. Motion carried.
On motion by Mr. Houseman and seconded by Mrs. Johnson to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:20 p.m.  On roll call, all members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
Next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, October 20, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Library. 

Angela Johnson, President _______________________________
Michael Houseman, VP __________________________________
Stacey Plott, Secretary ___________________________________

